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Governor 
Whitman 
greets 
employees 


Following the Cabinet 
meeting hosted by 
Commissioner James 
Weinstein in his conference 
room at the end of April, 
Governor Christine Todd 
Whitman took time out to 
meet several employees. 
Among those who got a 
chance to shake hands with 
the Governor were (top) 
Linda Taylor of Ethics and 
Appeals, Nancy Paulus of 

Communications and Lori 
Cook of Transportation 
Systems Planning; (bottom) 
Tom Thatcher and Fred 
Schrenk of Legislative 
Analysis. 
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Weinstein tells daughters 
to observe possible 


“On the road of life, inspiration is the fuel” is 
an anonymous saying. But where do you learn 
inspiration if it’s not a required course? 

A good start for 200 children was at the 
annual NJDOT Take Our Daughters To Work 
Day held at Headquarters on April 23. 

As Commissioner James Weinstein greeted 
the daughters, sons, granddaughters, grandsons, 
nieces, nephews and cousins of NJDOT 
employees, he asked the children to observe 
every job because they are all important. 

“Think about what you want to do because 
you’ ll grow up fast; I was ten years old not long 
ago,” he said. 

After registration and refreshments, the girls 
and boys attended presentations at the Sign 
Shop, Bureau of Materials, Landscape and 
Design, Environmental Services and Geographic 
Information Services. 

At noon, Chief of Staff Laurie Gutshaw 
announced a statewide essay contest open to 9 to 
14-year-old Take our Daughters to Work Day 
participants. Essays must feature suggestions on 
the topic, “How can I maintain a heart-healthy 
lifestyle with a successful and busy career?” 

Sponsored by the American Heart 
Association, the contest is coordinated by the 
Department of Community Affairs’ Division on 
Women. The winners will be announced next 
month. 

In the afternoon, the children job-shadowed 
their parents to get a realistic idea of a work 


Geneva and Lauren Adams enjoy breakfast with their 
father after signing in. Glenn Adams is a CAAD 
Draftsman in Traffic Signal and Safety. 
environment and to learn first-hand what their 
parents do in the workplace. 

Employees who registered, served and 
chaperoned the group included Glenn Adams, 
Linda Barber, Charlotte Collins, Cynthia Conrad, 
Anil Desai, Pat Dyer, Judy Garay, Lynne Gash, 
Denise Goddard, Andre Krawtschenko, MaryJane 
Kruszewski, Joan McMahon, Pat Markee, Frances 
Martin, Doreen Plummer, Lauralee Rappleye- 
Marsett, Nina Shah, Juda Rivera, Nina Shah, Sara 
Summiel, Linda Taylor and Marybeth Whittaker. 

Cora Sue Santopietro and Nancy Paulus of the 
Communications Office cochaired the event. 

The National Ms. Foundation began the Take 
Our Daughters To Work Day in 1993 after a 
published Harvard University study showed that 
girls between the ages of 9 and 15 may suffer a 
loss of self-esteem and confidence. 


Chinese visit 
Route 29 work site 


Donning hard hats and safety vests, highway 
professionals from China took a field trip to the 
Route 29 construction site as part of their April 
26 visit to the Department. They saw the earth 
moving equipment and a 50-ton crane placing 
concrete slab pilings in the Delaware River to 
form a support wall for the western end of the 
Route 29 tunnel. 

The 14 guests were well-prepped for the field 
trip. Deputy Commissioner Al Ari and Route 29 
Project Manager Kathy Diringer gave a detailed 
overview of Route 29 immediately before they 
headed out to the construction site. NJDOT 
Geotechnical Project Engineer Kuang Yu Yang 
served as technical translator for the day. 

Earlier Assistant Commissioner Russ Tong of 
Capital Program Management (CPM) greeted 
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Resident Engineer Bill Delucia describes the work 
on Route 29 in Trenton to the delegation from the 
Ministry of Communications, the People’s Republic 
of China. Project Engineer Kuang Yu Yang of 
NJDOT Geotechnical Engineering (far left) served 
as translator for the group. 


Department has grounds for testing the soil 


To prevent destruction or harmful effects 
to existent pavement systems or to bridges 
and retaining walls that still have a useful 
life, the Department must have a strong 
soils quality control system in place. In 
addition, the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) mandates only 
certified technicians test soils and soil 
aggregates on projects it funds. 

It became clear that NJDOT required a 
special training course to handle soils 
testing. 

“Because of the expense, we took ‘train 
the trainer’ courses last year through the 
New England Transportation Technician 
Certification Program,” said Ross 
Wiessmann, the Regional Materials 
Engineer at Region North who supervises 
many trainers. 

Tom Van of FHWA oversees the courses. 
There are two days of classroom and 
practical training, followed by the written 
and practical tests required by FHWA. 

It’s not an easy course; we only had 65 
out of 86 students pass, “ Weissmann said. 
“Those techs have to know what they’re 
doing when they test the soil aggregates on 
the construction projects.” 

With projects such as Routes 4 & 17 in 
Paramus, Route 21 in Newark, Route 29 in 


Trenton, Route 23 in Butler and Route 10 
in Whippany, it’s vital that the ground 
materials are stable. If the existing soil is 
unsuitable, too soft, for example, the 
pressure caused by the excavation may 
jeopardize existing facilities. The soft 
soil must be recompacted or strengthened 
before the project can continue. 

One successful graduate of the course 
is 33-year NJDOT veteran and Hamilton 
Township resident David Crisp who 
graduated first in the April 1 certification 
class. Crisp scored 55 out of 56. 
Assigned to Region South and 
experienced in concretes testing, Crisp 
can now test soils. 

At the Route 206 field-testing 
laboratory in Bordentown, Crisp 
explained that they take random samples 
of soil from the roadway to put through a 
splitter that reduces the larger sample to a 
smaller representative mass. 

The samples represent about 1,500 
linear feet by 12 feet wide and 6 inches 
deep,” said Regional Materials Engineer 
Don Matlock. “After the sample is split, 
it’s put through a sieve analysis. We also 
wash the sample, dry it and grade it. The 
most important thing is the particle 
distribution, which we compare to the 


Regional Materials Engineer Don Matlock 
looks on as Construction and Maintenance 
Technician I David Crisp applies his newly- 
gained skill to split random soil samples. 


specs. If it matches, we know it’s right and 
the contractor gets paid.” 

As Crisp continued to split the earth 
pileup in the laboratory, he explained that 
experience can also help a technician. 
“T’ve worked on the College of Medicine 
and Dentistry in Newark, the Montclair 
Connection Railroad Station and on Route 
I-78 when I was in Region North. They 
were great teaching experiences,” he said. 


Research Library expansion benefits NJDOT employees 


Reseach Assistant Mie Rubens examines the library’s new 
microfilm print as Librarian Caro] Paszamant stands by. 


Librarian Carol Paszamant recently 
announced that the additions of a microfilm 
reader and a microfiche reader to the 
NJDOT Research Library are operable and 
available for employees’ use. 

This equipment is standard library 
equipment, but better than simple readers 
because it can print out specific pages of 
documents,” said Paszamant. 

For example, you may need information 
from an old newspaper or journal that’s on 
microform. The first step to get that 
information is to contact Paszamant, who 
will request the microfilm (or microfiche) 
from a library source. If it’s from the New 


Jersey State Library, the 
daily courier from the State 


Meanwhile, employees 
can search the stacks for 
reference materials from 
_ agencies such as the 
Transportation Research 
Board and the American 
Association of State 
Highway Transportation 


documents, articles, books 
and studies related to special 
NJDOT projects. Sample 
topics are pavements, transportation 
planning, concrete highway barriers and 
structures. 

In the year since we reopened the 
library, it’s been used a lot,” said 
Paszamant. “We’ ve processed over 600 


requests for information and research 


documents. This new equipment and a 
future web site that links directly to the 


State Library will provide employees with 
better access to information.” 


To access the research materials 
available, or to use the microfilm or 


microfiche machines, Paszamant can be 
reached at (609) 530-5289, fax -2052, 


Library will deliver the film. 


Officials (AASHTO) and for 


cpaszamant @cpm.dot.state.nj.us. 

Located on the fifth floor of the E&O 
Building in Trenton, NJDOT’s Research 
Library is open from 9 a.m. To 5 p.m. daily. 
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NJDOT teams ace AASHTO awards 


NJDOT employees and their industry 
partners were recently honored for their 
innovative solutions to problems and 
improvements in design and construction 
methods by the American Association of 
State Highway and Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO) Committee on Quality Awards. 

The Change Order Tracking System 
Team created a system to mark changes 
from the field to determine systemic 
problems to improve the design process. 
They are: Lynn Bartleson, Art English, 
Jason Hahn, Rich Jablonski, Nick Katkic, 
Karl Kneidenger, Brian Margerum, Bucky 
Misner, Vinu Patel, Stan Pierzhanowski, 
Steve Powell, Randy Prescott, Karl 
Ranganathan, Robin Schroeder, Mike 
Seigfried, Brian Strizki, John Varrelmann 
and Kirk Weaver. 

The Cost Recovery for Contaminated 
Property Team earned an award for a 
process they developed to recover costs of 
cleanup related to NJDOT-acquired land 


Invest in yourself 


“U.S. Savings Bonds are an 
investment that give you the option of 
short or long-term savings,” said 
Christopher Trappe, Executive Director 
of Customer Advocacy and Public 
Outreach and chairperson of this year’s 
campaign that kicks off in June. 

You can redeem a EE bond anytime 
after six months with a small penalty. If 
you keep a bond for five years, there’s no 

penalty on the market-based interest 


you’ ve earned. As an added bonus, 
earnings are exempt from state and 
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bond ides is a payroll neice. sO 
you won’t have a chance to spend the 
money. 

If you have questions about the 
program, you can contact one of the 
following program coordinators, all 609 
area code: Rose Downs, 530-2840; Verna 
Heath, 530-3647; Peggy Lennon 
530-2046; Janine Livingston, 530-2873; 
Nancy Nelson, 530-3867; Maryann 
Rapciewicz, 292-4796; Karen 
Romanowski, 530-3744 or Diane Saylor, 
530-3536. 


from the original property owners. Bob 
Cebrick, Lester Finch, Dale Lessne and 
Jim Sweet received this award. 

Wayne Byard, Michael Colville, Eileen 
Connolly, T.J. Earle, Rich Gribbin, Jason 
Hahn, Sal Noto, Frank Palise, Keith 
Sterling and Thomas Van received the 
Trailblazer Award as members of the team 
that designed the specification for the 
Asphalt Suppliers Quality Control Plan. 

The Value Engineering Workshop for 
Routes I-287 and 10 Team members 
received awards for the two-day workshop 
for all the partners that reduced the scope 
of the project and accelerated the design 
into construction. NJDOT, several 
bordering townships and private industry 
joined in a private-public partnership on 
the project. Recipients were Bob Abitz, 
Alex Brown, Al Cohen, Kevin Conover, 
Richard Jaffe, Tom Kondash, Rod Lewis, 
Jorge Martinez, John McCleerey, Lisa 
Ninesling, Lynn Rich and Tom Saylor. 


Chief of Staff Laurie B. Cutshaw and veinieer 
Celeste Giancola distribute Adopt-A-Highway 
litter bags at the NJ Flower and Patio Show. 


Save your statements 


Human Resources has announced that 
effective April 1 an employee must save 
the pension certification of payroll 
deduction statement from the Division of 
Pensions when s/he borrows money. It’s 
the only statement you’ ll receive. If you 
lose this statement, contact Donald Miller 
in Human Resources at 609-530-2946. 


The Technology Deployment 
Subcommittee of the New Jersey Quality 
Initiative was the first nationally to involve 
the design, construction, and supplier 
community in the rapid deployment of new 
technology into transportation projects, 
including the use of field and project-based 
experiments. Award recipients were 
William Anderson, Kanaga Arunachalam, 
Robert Baker, Gerard Burdi, Raj Chawla, 
John Clearwater, Eileen Connolly, Bruce 
Cosaboom, Paul Demyanovich, Larry Fink, 
Thomas Fuca, Carol Fulton, Don Goldberg, 
Paul Hofmann, William F. Layton, Ali 
Maher, Charles Miller, Eid Mortagy, 
Robert Mueller, Jack Murphy, Edward 
Myzie, Dan Noxon, Frank Palise, Dave 
Powell, Jim Rush, Timothy Szwedo and 
Thomas Van. 

Deputy Commissioner Al Ari, Assistant 
Commissioner Russ Tong and Bub Kovacs 
of Employee Development and Facilitation 
presented the award. 


It’s time to 
spring clean 
highways 


Chief of Staff Laurie B. Gutshaw 
showed the spirit of the highly successful 
Adopt-A-Highway Program as she 
marketed the concept at the annual New 
Jersey Flower and Patio Show held in 
Somerset. 

Program Manager Clint Griggs 
received hundreds of inquiries about the 
sna the four-day show. “We 
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Chinese continued from page 1 

the delegation and gave them an overview 
of the NJDOT organization. CPM 
Manager Mark Stout explained project 
selection and capital programs and 
Program Manager David Kuhn the project 
development process. 

Regional Construction Engineer Chuck 
Young described project construction and 
Acting Assistant Commissioner Rod 
Roberson talked about maintenance 
operations. Assistant Division 
Administrator Robert Arnold of the 
Federal Highway Adminstration (FHWA) 


Obituaries 

Anna Kasick of Hamilton died January 
31. The former MVS employee is survived 
by a daughter Karen, a son Richard and 
several grandchildren. 

William Hackett of Woodstown died 
February 5 in Leesburg, FL. The former 
NJDOT employee is survived by his wife 
Edna, children and grandchildren. 

Retired Electrical Inspector Joseph 
Lynch of Bordentown died March 16. A 
World War II Navy veteran, Lynch is 
survived by his brother Phillip and several 
nieces and nephews. 

Joseph J. Schumacher Sr. of West 
Windsor died April 9. The retired Chief 
Engineer in Regional Design had also 
served on the Credit Union Board of 


told the group about highway management 
laws and regulations. 

The Chinese represented the Ministry of 
Communications; the Highway 
Administrations of the Shanxi, Jilin, Hebei, 
Liaoning, Henan and Anhui provinces; the 
Institute of Scientific and Technological 
Information Ministry of Communications; 
the Chongqung City Department of 
Transportation; the Guangdong Province 
Highway Corporation and Navigation 
Information Center and the China 
Machinery International Bidding Company. 


Directors. The World War II Navy veteran 
is survived by his wife Maryann, sons John 
and Joseph Jr., daughters Carolyn Esgro 
and Linda Eriksen, sister Doris Terrett and 
many grandchildren. 

Highway Analyst Janette Graham 
died April 11 in Trenton. Survivors include 
her father William H., son Dennis Mingo, 
daughter Jennifer, sisters Sharlene Lassiter 
and Koren, and many other relatives. 
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Workers set a core driller in place to analyze 
the soil near the concrete pilings. The Route 29 
construction crew won’t proceed with work in 
that area until the tests show a satisfactory soil 
composition. 
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